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Fac simile s, B1111ter/Mnry hardl>ad<• -,cl Ann ... l•, Mu..,..m 
Press , Bibliographies, s.:itton BlaM, Brool<11, paperbaw and 
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l\lr . Harr y Dowler: 
te ll s us that th e name of 
Cha r les Hamilton is not to 
be found in the pages of mos t 
Histo r ies of Child r en• s 
Lite ra tu r e. Of cour se it 
isn 1 t . Ham i lt on has t o co n 
t end wit h two forms of 
snobbe r y - dir ec t and 
inve r ted. The upper c r usties 
to uld neve r think it possible 
that a ,vort h-w h ile \VI'it e r 
woul d be found in th e f limsy 
pages of penny and t uppenny 
per iodic als put ou t to cap 
ture the pocket -m oney of 
sc hoolboys . Th e in t ellec t ual 
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lefties, on th e other hand, have been denigrating every thing pre-war
British ever since 1945. The school stories that Hamilt on wrote would 
be beneath their contempt . 

A reporter on the Daily Telegraph, commenting on the soccer 
successes or Hereford, remarked that it was like some thing out or 
"The Boy s• Own Paper" or ''Hotspur ." I' m sure that there must be 
so me thing to be drawn from tha t , if I could think of it . 

THE SCHOOLS OF WODEHOUSE 
As a boy, l had great affection for the stiff-cover school 

s t ori es or P . G. Wodehouse . They had or iginally appeared in the 
"cl ass y" boys ' magazines, but I only knew the m in book form , except 
for th e series which ran in the "Boys ' Friend'' during the t'HE'nties . 

/\r1 Australian ent husiast , Mr . Sta nley Nicholls, wrote me 
recentl y to ask whether short school lales of Wodehouse ever appeared 
t ogeth er in book form apart from "Tal es of !,t. Aus t in's ." Well, to 
the b est of my knowledge , they did not . At any rate, "Ta les or St. 
Aus tin' ~" is the only collectio n or Wodehouse short schoo l yarns on 
my she lve•, and I believe my own collectio n is complete . But perhaps 
so me oth er Wodehouse f.-.n may know for certa in . Mr . Nicholl s men
tio n• a book- leng th sto ry "The New Fold ." Fr om what he sa ys , this 
must be the famous " Mike ," published in book-form complete, later 
publis hed in two volumes , and quite re cently iss ued as two paperbacks. 
But. o~cc again, so mebody el se will probab ly know more of this than I 
do. 

Wodehouse tak es his place as a contr ibut or o( some or the 
fine s t sc hool tal es o( all time . What a pity that he did not write a few 
more of t he world of sc hool : 

RET URN OF ST. FRANK'S 
It is a great pleasure to see a St. Frank• s volume figuring 

among the r epr int s, and the r e is no doubt that large numbers of our 
readers will welr.ome it war mly . Collec tors ' Digest has long advocated 
a wider range to be includ ed in thesn r eprint publications . Too many 
reprint Gr cyfria r s item s might cheapen th e nove lty or thes e particular 
deli ca cies , a s well as running too quickly through the cream of the 
Magnet . 
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A (ew r eader s ha ve been critical that t he non- Magnet ite ms 
are sma lle r and do not offer such good va lue for money, There is not 
much doubt that thi s is due to th e (act that the sale o( Magnet item s 
is like ly to be larg er than t he ot her s . I( we want the reprinting of 
items which may be les s gene rally popular , we must be prepared t o 
pay for t hem . 

THE EDITOR 

***,t; * **** ** * ** ** .. ** ** ... * ** ** * * ** 1:*' ** *** *** **"'* ***•*"'* * ** * k~ ** * *'* * Jt 
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S E X T ON BLA KE SE C TI ON 

To a ll Sexton Blake fons who would care to borrow fr om this 
section of our Librar y I \\'Ou!d like to say tha t I now h.ave o,•er a 1000 
items avdilable for their se lection and enjoyment . Ne ..... lis ts of rec4?nt 
addit io:is to the Library a r e read y ond may be obta ined from "'eon 
r eque st . These addit ional hooks ar e Union Jacks ~etweee 1920 and 
1930. thei • includ e n,any o ( your f• v<'Urite authors' td les . 

JOSIE PACKMAN 
27 ARCHDALE ROAD 

EAST DULWICH 
LONDON. SE22 9HL 
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MARCii 1922 
The Rookwood tales in the Boys' Friend are good, but th ey 

are so very short. They only occupy 2 pages of the Friend, and those 
pages also contain the heading, the illustrations by the artist Mr . 
Wakefie ld, and some advertisements . So the Rookwood tales are only 
usually of four chapte r s these days . 

To start the month we had the last of t he rebelli on series. It 
has been good, but it sta rt ed before Christmas , so it has really gone 
on for too long . This final tale or the series is "Backing Up Dicky 
Da lton ." Mr . Dalton had been sacked by Mr . Manders, but Dalton 
came ba ck at the r equest of the other masters . and re sto red order . 
When the Head retumed al la•t, Mr . Dalton told his si de or the story . 
To eve ry one's surprise , Mr . Manders did not meet the llead with the 
Manders' version . It wasn't surprisin g. Manders had been tied up in 
hi s st udy by a number of unknown boys in Guy Fawkes masks. The Head 
suggested that Manders might like to take a few weeks' holiday. And 
the Fistical Four burnt their masks . 

"Cu ffy' s Practical Joke" wa • good fun . Tommy Dodd, Cu[ly' s 
cousin, tried to rouse Cu[ly, and told him to play some practical jokes . 
Tommy Dodd and Co . were the victi ms of a booby trap; they found the 
gas jet in their study blod<ed up with sealing-wax; they found gum and 
ink all over the study; and they found Cireworks in their grate . They 
blamed the Fistical Four . Guess who it was? 

Th en started a new Erroll series . Lucian Durie was a guest 
of the Head . The Head knew his father, and knew Lucian since a boy. 
But Err oll recognised Lucian Durie •• Slippery Smith , a man he knew 
in his ol d day s in the underworld But nobody would believe Erroll, and 
least of all the Jlea d . In "The Man With a Secret ," Slippery Smith 
tried to do away with Erroll, but luckily Jimmy and Co . and Mornington 
had followed Erroll and heard everything and saw all that took place . 

To thei r surp rise, Durie had gone back t o the school, and had 
once again got his tale in first. But Jimmy had informed the police. 

The series goes on next month. 
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The price of "The Times" has gone down fr om Jd to 1!,d, bu l 
we don' t take tha t paper. There ha s been an explosi on in a sma ll work
shop in Dudley Port, and l J girls have been killed . 

The Grand National was won by ''Music Hall ." and 110r ifter 11 

came in second . I asked Doug if he ha d put his shirt on the winner , and 
he t old me loft ily not to be a vulgar little boy . 

AU our c inemas have been sho wing the special film o[ the wed
ding of Prin cess Mary and Visc ou.it Las ce\les . The big pict ures have 
been fairly good . We have seen Mary Pi ckford in "The Ragamuffin :" 
Billie Burke in "Peggy" (Billi e Burke is a great favourite or mine): 
Buck Jones in•· Fir ebr"'lnd Trevis on :" Tom Mix in "Three Gold Coins: 1

' 

Larry Semon in what 1 th ink is his fir st full -le ngt h pic t ure "The Re~t 
Collector ." The most elaborate pict ure was' ' /\ Thousand and One 
Nights .' ' whic~ is mace all in co lour and is very beautiful 

The Gem is re .lly great l hese days ll seems l o have t aken 
d new lease of life and is dS good as 1 ~ ve ever knov.n t l . 

T hP first ldlc was " R~cke to the Resr.uc•· dnd it ,,., . ..,s a sequel to 
the Racko story of last month l don' t like Rae~<' as a ch.trdcter. b,,t 
these t.ales are ve ry iOOd. Racke is unpopular for runnin~ a\,•ay h:om 
t he gro, ·er ' s boy . lie proves his pluck by re sc uing Trimb le fr om the 
icy river - but il is ,111 a put -up job . This story w.s [ollo" ·ed hy a 
delightful talc "Chumming With An Outcast" in which Gussy. sor r y for 
Racke. mdkcs friends with him. 

This was £ol lowedby "Gussy in a Fix .'' Grimes , the grocer's 
boy . rescue s Guss y's hat - and that to uch es Gussy 's heart. So Guss y 
promises t o pk.y for GnP1es · footb a ll t eam . Th is an noys Blake & Co . -
who make sure that Gussy does not h ing of the sorl. 

F inJl of the month. '' The Fifth Form Mystery " is the s tart 
of a new ser ies 0.1rrell needs £50 to give to""" .ac tress friend. and 
Cutts need s C50 to pay a bookie . Bot h enter for an exam which ca r r :es 
• £~0 prize . Uut Cutts tr ies to cheat . and i• foile d by Wildra ke . But 
ne ither Dar rell nor Cut ts wins t he pri ze . 

Queen Mdry has opened the magnificent new station at Watetloo 
It is a mem orial s ta tion to th e rnemo ry of L.S .W. R . men who died in 
the war , and it is the (inest station in London . The King was to have 
opened i t. but he is iii , so Queen Mar y acted in his place . 
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There is a splendid new s tory of Gr anite Gra nt and Mlle. Julie 
in the Sexton Blake Library, which now has five new issues every month. 
This story, entitled " The Phantom of the Pacific" was given me by my 
brother . It is very creepy, and I loved it . Another very good S. B .L. 
this month is "The Case of the Bendigo Heir loom ." It is about the 
Kestrel Syndicate. I always enjoy the tales of Leon Kestrel. 

In the Magne t the series has continued about Wally Bunter as 
a form-master . In "A Form-Master's Fate, 11 Wally is worried about 
the fag Willie Newman, who has disappeared . Wally finds his stamp 
album which he thought Newman had pinched, he knocks down Loder , 
and then tries to (ind Newman . The Head dismisses Wally, but is full 
of remorse when Wally brings Newman back . In "Wa lly Wins Through , " 
all the masters go down with flu - except Wally • and Wally conducts 
an e,camination . An enormous ta sk . 

In "Billy Bunter - Film -Star," Billy Bunter is mistaken for 
Fatt y Fisher. a famous pre-war film-star. Bunter acts successfully 
on the films. 

"Bunt er's Bolt," the final of the month and the first of a new 
series, was a welcome change from the re cent tosh. Bunter prepares 
~ boob y-t rap for Coker, but , owing to Skinner , Mr . Quelch gets it. 
To escape punishment, Bunter runs away from sc hool. This promises 
to be a great series. Things are looking up. 

The Popular is still going stro ng in its enlarged form (2d) and 
is still giving away coloured pictur es of railw ay engines. And Mum has 
Answers every Monday . The Boys' Cinema is giving away art plates of 
film - stars . The first was Tom Mix. 

The clocks went on an hour on March 26th, so now we have an 
extra hour of daylight in the evenings. But it make s the mornings a 
bit cold . 

"***************************************************************** 
~n~u~l~,\~~lo~9~~~~~~"Ct~~=~~~;~ ~~~=~~ ~~~?~ ... ~:~ b/f~~h~o~~:r 

E. L. O;.~~Y, '47F IS!i£P.Si ., t".Al00TOH£, 'IIC'fMI;,, AUSfR.:.LJ.ii, JC12. 

XXXXX.XXXXXX:XXXX)()CXXX:XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.)O()()CXXXX.XXXXXXXXXXXXX:XXXXXXXXXX 

\.AN'tEO: Good loose copl u or Tolu mts cont.a ln1ne cnt er r.ore er t.he roll o'#lnc: GO\S 
~26. 8.26, 9'2 . BOYS• f'RIDl!:6 usues bHl'ltt n l'los. 1182 Md 1256 (Inclu siv e) . G<locl 
C<l~ les es n ntlsl. 

~I I: f';.Th'E , EXCELSi~ MOl~E , CAC~!Ol.:J'I RD.1 CP;COKM~, HAl'IPSHIP.£. 
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bLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Once again we have to thank Eri c for the delightfu l Union Jack 
pict ures with which he decorates our s ection of t he C . O. and also the 
cover. I think it is ver y k ind of him to do this for us . 

Now, I have a 
problem for someone to 
solve. Recently I was 
sent a copy of Pluck 
da t ed 25 September, 
1915. It co n tain s an 
episode of a Sexton 
Blake se r ial of which I 
had neve r heard, called 
"The Great Cheque 
Fraud." The caption 
reads as follows: "A 
thrilling new serial fr om 
the famous film of the 
same name introducin g 
Sexton Blake versus 
George Marsden 
Plummer." The other 
crimim~ls in th is tale are 
Jack Dennis and Flash 
Kate. The author's 
name is not gi\'en. Now 
I have not been able to 
track down this film a t 
all. The earliest one I 
know of , a s stat ed in my 
Supplement, was "The 
Clue of the Wax Vesta '' 
which appeared in April, 

"" INS/DC.I 
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1914. The story is written in the style of the early Plummer ones, so 
as he appeared in the U.J . in 1908 then I can only conclude that the film, 
if there ever was one, appeared between those dates - 1908 and 1914. 
Can anyone help to solve this mystery? 

.. o .. 
THE MYSTERIOUS MJSS DEATH by Derek Smith 

In 1929 Sexton Blake did brief but conclusive battle with one 
of the strangest opponents of his long career: the mysterious Miss 
Death. Also known as our Lady of the Skull , from her disconcerting 
practice of appearing to as soc iates and victims in the guise of a grin
ning death's - head surmounting a scarlet cloak , she ruled a desperate 
band of criminals by the sceptre of fear, and held court in a darkened 
room like a charnel-house. 11In the centre of the room was a long, 
oblong-shaped box that had a horrifying familiar shape .. . round it were 
grouped six empty chairs... 'That is only my coffin ... I will be 
occ upying it very shortly - for ever! 11

' 

Beneath the hideous mask was the face of a young and attractive 
girl named Diana Temple. "The delicate pallor of her complexion had 
the faint creaminess of old ivory , enhanced by the dark curling lashes 
that veiled eyes of deep cornflower blue. Her nose was straight and 
delicately chiselled, and her red lips soft and alluring." But the 
counterfeit skull was grimly prophetic : the twenty-two year old 
Yorkshire lass had been given less than six months t o live. The sen
te~ce had been delivered by the greatest heart spec ialist in Harley 
Street, and from that verdict there was no appeal. 

From that moment Diana Temple was no more: and in her 
place was born the mysterious Miss Death. Utterly unselfish, yet 
utterly unscrupulous, fearless, and quixotically foolish, she was 
determined to devote the rest of her life to crime. Those last few 
months were to be allotted to raising no less than a milli on pounds for 
the poor and unfor t unate of her native county of Yorkshire. She would 
force the war profiteers, the Wlscrupulous financiers and shady company 
promoters to disgorge their ill -gotten gains for the benefit of hospita ls 
and sana toria in the Industrial North. 

She was well provided with the sinews of war. Another strange 
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turn of fortune's wheel had placed in her hands the "Boo k of Death," 
a blackmailer's compe ndium of shady secrets and hidden crimes. 
"Never since the infamous book of the 47, 000 which had nearly wrecked 
an Empire during the war, had so many disgracefu l and sensation a l 
secrets been gathered and tab ula ted together in one volume. 11 Thus 
she held sway over a dozen of the cleverest and most desperate crooks 
in Europe. The contract was simp le : they would ser ve her till she 
died, for refusal meant prison or the hangman's rope . 

Their first victim was Sir Julius Schonberg, a Le eds manufac
turer and sweet shop proprietor who had made a fortune from profiteer
ing in war materia l and shoddy products. An ingenious c~mpaign forced 
fr om him a donation of £20 , 000 to the loca l infirmary , but Sext on 
Blake ' s intervention resulted in the capture of three gang members. 
Whereupon Miss Death made the biggest tactical blunder of her short 
career, she issued a challenge to Sexton Blake. Far from warning him 
off, the ultimatum merely r einforced the detective's resolve to see 
the case through to the bitter end. It was to be a grim struggle, with 
Death the only final victor. 

But th e next round, oddly enough, was a much more light
heart e d affair . It revol ved around an ingenious confidence trick to 
extort sixty thousand pow,ds from the Sheffield steel kings - allegedly 
to suppress a non-existent hair-remo ver that would make razors 
redundant. Blake wrecked the scheme in the nick of time, and Miss 
Death reproached him bitter ly for an empty vic tory: "You have spoiled 
a great proj ect, deprived thousands of poor people of benefits I would 
have showered on them . . . for this you will surely pay." 

Sinister doings marked the next adventure in Bradford. Miss 
Dea th was in temporary and uneasy alliance with Sir Hector Jarman -
the maddest titled surgeon since Oppenheim' s infamous Sir Joseph 
Londe. Sir Hector ' s own "Terrible Hobbt ' was no less than the pro
jected destruction of "Woolopolis 11 itself - Bradford - or the city of 
Baal , as Jarman preferred to regard it . Miss Death's targ et was a 
decidedly unpleasant wool i:n,inufacturer named Lord Fairleigh (nee BiJI 
Craske) who was doing his bes t to steal the secret of a new wool 
c leaning process from a young inventor named Jem Stap ler. Every
body's schemes fell short of fruition with Sir Hector's final descent 
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into madness. His next to las t act in a night of mania was to release 
a dragon lizard of nightmarish size. "A great sca ly thing, fully fifteen 
feet long and jet black in colour , with a nightmare head, its little pig
like eyes gleamed angrily. A huge yellow, double- forked t ongue worked 
continually between its hideous foam-fle cked jaws. 11 

Fortunately, the ghastly creature was no matc h for Blake's 
bullets , and Sir Hector himself came to a messy end when he fell into 
a pool which he had thoughtl essly stoc ked with deadly piranha fish . 
Lord Fairleigh had died when Jarman ran amock , so Miss Death was 
unable to cash t he cheque she had extorte d , and she sent another 
reproachful letter to Blake, ending: "Morturi t e salutat !" 

Death• s grisly cl utch was almost upon her, but there was time 
for one last adventure. It cent red about the London and Yorkshire 
Railway, bedevilled as it was by Hogan Flint, a newspaper magnate 
with a vested interest in road transport, and by a malignant "Phantom 
of the Foot plate" which had inexplicably claimed the lives of two suc 
cessive drivers in the cab of the Bla ck Prin ce, Britain's fastest loco 
mot ive. Miss Death knew tha t Flint had hatch ed a plot to wreck the 
train on i ts southward run by tampering with the points, and dete r 
mined to extort one hundred thousand pounds as the pri ce of her 
silence. Despite her careless contempt for death and its ter rors 
Diana Temple would not allow scores of innocent passengers to be 
tra pped in a r ail disaster. Accordingly, she placed a warning in the 
cab of the Black Prince and that brave gesture was her last. Pursued 
by Sex t on Blake she eventually died in his arms. "Blake gazed down 
compassio nat ely at her pale, wan face. She was very near the end, he 
saw, and his heart ach ed for the strange wilful girl whose life had been 
so tragically fated to disaster. Suddenly she smiled , and her whole 
face was irradia t ed, th en, very softly she murmured: 'Goodbye Blake, 
Death wills, 1 and was suddenly very s till ." So passed one of the 
stra nges t - and certainly the most tragic - of Blake's many adversar ies. 
"A plain stone slab in a simple village churchyard in the Yorkshire dales 
she loved so well marks the resting place of Diana Temple. Once a year 
there is placed a tribute of flowers on her grave, bearing a card with 
the simple inscrip t ion: 'In memory of a brave and chivalrous soul, 
&-om S.B. 111 
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These stories are contained in the foll owing: 

Union Jack No. 1323 The Book of Death . By Gwyn Evan s. 
No . 1324 The Cas e of the Hairless Man . 
No . 1333 The Case of the Bradf ord Drag on. " 

" 
11 No. 1341 The Phantom of the Footplate. n 11 

" 

**************************************************:•;*f\E**~A2!*4**** 
~: ~ 1303, 1307, 1317-1 )1.8 (tncl.) , 1510, 15~ . 

R. W, RICHAR.0000, TOI.WORTH JUNIOR SCliOCl.1 00.JGLAS ROA.Dr SURBIT'QL 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
w ANTE: O , th e roll owtng Magnets , Nos. 130, -4 Inclusive , 1}(8 and 9 , 1316- 18 
~ 1}20 and 21, 132}-27 l nclus l ve, 1336, 1.}41-44 l ncluslve , 1}54, 1}56, 1360, 
13n and 78, 1391, 1.394, 1402, 111)4, 1476, 1499. Will either purchase or exchange ror 
other Magne ts . Please writ e to -

J ACKSCN, 12 NORRI CE LEA, t..OHXl<l, N2. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx:xxxxxxxxxxxxx:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx: 
WANTt:D: Buy/exchange , Bullseye, F'l l m Fun, some Magnets , 1930/33 ; Boys Mag. 19} 1/6 , 
Tciiiie'comtcs. ror exchange Bullseye , Magnet, N. Lee and oddments. 

41 SWAlLCLlf'F' AVENUE. MANCHESTER, H23 9[1,l, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Gran;e ~i11dero 
FOR QUICK SERVICE 

ALL BINDINGS 
UNDERTAKEN ; 

SPECIALISTS 
IN ANTIQUARIAN 

WORK 

r / o 260 HIGH STREET 

NORTH MANOR PARK , E . 12 

(Tel: 01-552-9866) 
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N£LSON L££ CoLUMN 
EARLY STRUGGLES 

THE UNION JACK 
by Robert Bly t he 

When E .S.B. made hi s fir st tentative approa ches t o Mr. Ba ck, 
the editor of the "Union Jack," it is obvious that neither he nor Back 
could envisage the future . Even though the U. J. in 1911 had already 
established itself as a popular detective story paper, I imagine that 
everyone on the A.P . staff would have been amazed to know that the 
cha ra c ters of Sexton Blake, Tinker and Pedro would still be going 
st rong 60 years from then. Certain it is that Edwy would not have 
cons idere d it possible that he would be writing another detective story 
with th e same characters in the same paper in the very la s t issue but 
one in 1934 . 

In the years to come he was to emerge a s one of the U. rs most 
popular authors and to write 70 stories of the illustrious trio for that 
paper . 

However, no such thoughts as these were going through our 
young author's mind when, in September 1911, he wrote to, and later 
visited, Mr. Back with two suggestions for 11Union Jack" stories. 
These were not accepted but he was invited to send in other ideas . As 
a result, he wrote as follows:-

Suft olk. Oct. 3rd . 1911. 
Dear 11r. Back, 

I encl ose herewit h a rough sketch or 'The Motor-bus Hyst.ery,• ror the purpose or 
asce rt a1nlng whether you have alread.Y had a st.ory on similar lines. Jr not. I r eel quite 
sure that I can make a good story out or i t . or course, I have outlined no Inc idents -
tiut Ir t he plot Is accep tabl e I should lik e t o write the prologu e and rt rst chapt er and 
send It to you wi th a ccq,lete and det a1led cllapter -t,y-chapter synopsis or the rematncter. 
Ir well worked up , there would be plenty or a:iystery tn the story , as well as a consider · 
able amount or detective work tor Sexton Blake and Tinker • In addition to a l ittle 
track i ng t,y Pedro. 

I am, etc . , E.S.B. 

The idea was favourably received, but needed the gujdance of an 
experienced hand. Alterations were tactfully suggested. 

De~ Mr . Brooks , 
fl ee t St. Oct..1l th , 1911. 

Thanks very n.ich tor the enclosed synopsis . I t Is very 111.1ch on the lines or what 
we talked over 'M'len you were l ast In the offi ce , with the exception or the prologue , 
which I do not care ror at. all. This contains two love scenes and alU!ough a love 
Interest Is des irabl e , It ls not wtse , at hast SO tar as the U.J. Is concerned to start 
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orr with a love scene. 
I t seems t o me that t he prologue should open wt th a short scene bet ween the baronet 

and th e vtllaln tn wMch the latte r ot ters to lend the baronet a larg e sum or iooney. 
The latter refuses and says , •No . I have a perfect horro r or borrowi ng money and I will 
be un'.ier a debt or gratitude or th is sort to no am . l wil l sell my family Jewels , etc. 
They are worth rtrty thousand pourds . • A valuer Is called In .,.,ho, or cour se , onl.Y offers 
about twenty thousand . A fri end or th e baronet. is a big West End J eweller an:! he 
arrang es to gtve one or his windows ln ord er tha t the Jewels CIYI be exposed for sale 
and thus retch a bigger price . f rustr a ted , the villain arr anges to get the jewels by 
working t he motor bus aff air , etc . Bl ake a nd Tinker happen to be passing at t.he time 
and are called In and so on . Then the story can be made br eath less and exctttng by 
means or Bl ake's adventures t rac ki ng the vtll at n down. etc . - th e side Interest coming 
on with t he troubles or the old bar onet , his daughter , 8Jl(! the hero , who should also 
pl ay a part tn the story . 

I shall be glad tr you wi ll send me a carer ully worked out plot tor the whole or 
this story . 

Yours very truly , w. H. BACK 

As was usual with Edwy at th i s peri od , he was always r eady t o 
t ake , and profit , fr om advice offer ed by th ose whose experience was 
gre ate r tha n his own . As a result the opening chapter s followed very 
closely the outlines as suggest ed by Back , al th ough whe ther t he 
finished pr odu ct wa s 11b r eath less and exciting" is open t o debate . 
Howeve r , it was compete n t ly written an d held one' s interes t . I t was , 
aft e r all , his first full length dete ct ive st ory! 

Sutr o lk. Oct . 26th , 1911 . 
Dear Mr. Back , 

I Cully Inten ded t o let you have the rt rst }0 ,000 words or THE OOTOR-BUS MYS1'£RY 
by th i s same post. unr or tunate l Y, however , I have been laid up ror a short while with 
a very nasty Influenza cold - which seems t o be a pr e tt y general eomplal nt j ust now. 
And, as you know, one cannot be at one•s best under such condi t ions . rhererore , as you 
said you wer e In no ll.lN'Y , I had no hesitat i on tn pos tponi ng the despatch o r t he !'ti . 
until Sunday evening next . so you i:rey absolute ly rel y upon ~ctl vl ng the 10 ,000 words 
by t lr st post on Monday 1%10rnlng next . I am, etc . 

Surrolk . Oct . 29th , 1911 . 
Dear Mr. Back . 

As promised I herewith enclose the beginning or THE tm' OR- BUS MYSTERY ror your 
perusal.. 1 t hink I have got the styl e you r e<Julre, and as I wish to lose no t i me on 
th e story now that I have got Int o It, I propose to call at your orrice at about twelve 
o'cloc k to · oorro w (Monday) morning - lffien I hope you will have had time to glance 
thr ough the enclosed . I am. e t c • • E.S.B. 

surrolk . Nov. 13th , 1911. 
Dear Hr. Back, 

I am send ing up herewith t he bulk or THE MOTOR-8 lS MYSTEJ{Y, and am sor ry th at I 
cannot enclose the lot as I promised . F'rom t his I do not wish you to gat her th a t th is 
Is IIIY usual met hod or sending In an f'E. I honest l y tried to &et It done In th e t i me 
spec U led. But this Is the rirst Sexton Blake yam I have wr it ten , and naturally J am 
somewhat slower over th i s st.ory t han usua l. And besi des t h is I have t wice had t o break 
ott t o send Hr . Hinto n t he rlrst two shor t s tories or a new seri es or frank Kingston 
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yarns. l only dtd this because you gave me to understand tha t there was no t11111edtate 
hurry for sending ln tht enclosed. 

I wl n post oft ttte remainder of the st<:ry sometime on Wednesday, and call at your 
or rice on Thursda.Y, when I hope you will have t ime to se e me. 

l am, etc. , E,S,8. 

surrolk. Nov. 15th , 1911, 

our Mr, sack , 
I enc los e here ,, lth , as pro111tsed, the conclud ing chapt er or ffiE tm'OR-BW NYSTtRY. 

As I mentioned In my last letter, I shal l be Int.he city to -zriorrow, and will drop Into 
your ottlce sometime during th e aftern oon. 

I m, etc . , E,S, B, 

As t his sto ry was evide ntl y considered good enough for publica
tion in the Union Jack, he was asked to submit anothe r synopsis before 
th e first was published . ("The Mot or-Bus Mystery" appea red in U .J. 
431, dated 13.1.19 12.) However, owing to the fam ily's frequent moves, ~ 
this was delayed somewhat , as Edwy explains . 

Brockl ey Rd., S.E, Dec . 10th , 1911, 
Dear ttr, Back , 

I enclose hereW'lth tile ccmplete synopsis or 1l!E COF'f'Et STALL f1YSTmY ror your 
perusal. I r egret that I have bun unable to carry out my original i ntention or sendi ng 
you t he prologue and fi rst chapter with a synopsis or the remainder. But as everything 
Is at present rather upstdedown l n trJ:t parents household I did not deem It wlSE" to start 
upon the actual writing or the s t ory under the ctrcUIPSt~ces . 1 know that I could not 
have put ciy best Into It , HOIJllever, we are leav i ng ror Bures t o- morrow afternoon , and 
once the re J can go right into It wi thout Interrupti on. I will call upon you about 
three o•clock to·r::orrow and hope t.hat you will not be too busy to sn sr.e . 

1 ao, etc ., E.S .B. 

Having set t led in Bures (t he house is still ther e. A larg e 
square bu ilding , standing in it s own grounds, but rather run to see d 
today ), he produced t he required synopsis wit hout delay. 

Bures . Jan. 7th , 1912, 
Dear Hr . Back, 

As promised, I herewith send you the tlrst chapters or the COFFEE STALL MYSTERY, 
wt th the remainder or t he story In synopsis . Until I hear rrom you l shall not go on " 
wtt.h the story 1 In case you rtqulre so11:e llt.t l e alteration . But as r have not got Int o ti 

It' ~a~~~ 1.Y:~
1;r:1~~u m;e:'w~~n r::a~5

:!b~~~t school · stcry synopsis . I trust It ~ 
ls suitable tor the •r r l enct• and th.at I !!ti.all be allowed to submit 1.he tlrst Instalment.. 

I am, etc ., E,S,B. 

Th e school st ory referr ed to in th at letter was "The Shadow 
of St . Asaph' s ," but 1 ha ve been unabl e to trace it. Knowing Edwy , he 
pr obably r ewrote it and sold it t o the A. P . under another name~ 

Hearing nothing by return, he wrote again in another few days 
(an impa ti ent lad , our Edwy , but at leas t he got things moving, and, 
after all. it was hi s br ead and margarine!}. 
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Bures . Jan. 1\th, 1912 . 
Dear Hr. Back, 

I have heard noth1!li rrom you up to the ti me or writing with regard to THE COFFEE 
STALL ttYSTERY, the tlrs t chapte r s or ¥'ilic.h 1 sent you on Sun day n ight l as t . I hav e be en 
wonder i ng H you received the M.C:, tn safety . t r so 1 suppos e I shall hear sometM ng 
from you In the course or to·ioorrow. 

I am, etc ., E,S,B. 

This did the trick , and Back gave him the go-ahead. 
F'leet St . Jan. 12th, 1912, 

Dear t1r. Brooks , 
Here with the opentng ana synopsis or •The Coffe e Stall Nyst ery .• Pl eas e finish 

the yarn and le t me have It at your convenience . 
Yours sin cer e l y, w, H, BACK 

Within a month he had the stor y written and accepted. Then , 
of co urs e, he had to s tart again his eternal struggle t o ge t another 
story acce pte d. 

Bures. Jan . 14th, 1912. 
Dear Hr. Back , 

Thanks for your not e r ecei ved yesterday, enclosi ng the r lrst cilapt ers and synopsis 
or the COf'F'EE STAU. MYSTERY, 1 wU l &et right ahead with the work arx:I tu r n It In to 
you as soon as possible, Bye-the-bye, you sai d nothl~ about the SHADCW OF' ST , ASAPH'S 
synopsl s ; do you think thl s wl 11 be any good to you? 

I am, e t c . , E .S .8 . 

Bures . Feb . 8th , 1912, 
Dear Hr, Back. 

I am sorry I have been unabl e t o send you th e tlS or the COF'f'tE: STALL HYSTERY unt.11 
now. I enclose I t her ewith , however , and trust It will prov e satts tact ory. l think 
you wil l rl nd that I am not too Short with th e story this ti me. 

With re gard to another Sex ton Blake yarn, how would a be to In trodu ce Into It -
or r at her, make lt t.he lead ing featur e - t.he new wirel ess telephony? 1 think I can get 
a good yarn out. or this subject , and there l s plenty or sco pe t n it ror Se:iton Blak e . 

Wll l you l et me know what you think aboot it? 
1 ari , et c ., E:.S.B. 

Bures. F'eb . 11th , 1912 , 
Oear Mr. Back, 

An Ide a ror the bas ! s ot an aciven t ure story struck me, and 1 have mapped out a 
SYnopsls or the r trst Instalm ent , wit h an Idea as t o what the story will be about . I' m 
ke en on getting a ser i a l running someM'Jert and l 1m qui te sure I could write a s tory on 
the 11nes suggested t n th e synopsis y,,·ht ch would be a s goOd as anyth ing l!v e ever oone -
bett er . 1,:111 you l ook a t It , and let. me know 11,hat you t h ink? lf you are too f ull up 
wtth sw rr tor th e •rr tena• perhaps you cool d kind ly suggest soa:elllhere els e. 

I'm wonder i ng what you think abOut that wlre:e s s- te l ephOne idea , as a groundwork on 
'l'lhtch to wr it e a Sexton S l ake yarn . It you consider t he re are possib ilitie s 1n th i s, 
I wl 11 sen d you a rull syn ops1 s. I am, e t c ., E:. S .8. 

Bures . F'eb. 15t h, 19 12. 
Dear !1r. Back, 

Hav e you had t liM to glance over t.hat ac!venture - story s,n opsls , which l posteo otr 
on Sunday , yet ? And that Blak e suggest ion too . If you•re not too busy I should 111Jch 
appre c i a te a I lne r rom you t n reg ard to th ese . 1 am, etc ., E:.S. B. 

CONT INU ED NEXT MONTH 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

~ - The Gr eat Spor ts Seri es 

Old readers of the Digest will re call t he excitem ent a rouse d 
by the publication of Fr ank Richard s' aut obiography . It is generally 
accepted that this volume is full of t antalising omissions , and the most 
tantalising of all are the missing chapt ers about J . N. Pentelow , the 
man who was Magnet and Gem editor from 1916-1919. Charles Hamilton 
decla re d t hat he had bee n persuaded t o omit these chapters on the 
advice of frie nds, on t he grounds that they would give offence to any 
relatives of Pen t elow who might still be alive , and collec tors used to 
wonder consid erab ly about the missing chapters in the locked drawer. 
This manuscript must have been dest royed eventually , for there was no 
t ra ce of it after the death of Charles Hamilton . 

But if we can only conjecture about th is parti cular gap in the 
autobiogra phy, we can at least be quite cer tain that during Pente low' s 
regime some very unusual cus toms were inaugurated in the editor ial 
office of the compa nion papers. Not only were substitute stor ies 
inte rpolat ed into genuine Hamilton series, as happened more than once , 
but Hamil ton wrote some sto ri es himself to be interpolated into a 
substit ute series. This occur red in the notorious series about the 
great sports compe titio n in the Gem. 

So far as I can discover , the series began in No. 527 and ended 
in No. 551, though it definitely t ailed off at the end , and not all the 
stories be tween the se two numbers were connected wi th the sports 
the me. The stories were nearly all by Pentelow , and the theme was a 
sports competition be t ween the Shell and the Fourth , with Lefevre, 
Wally 0' Arey, and Frank Levison actin g as a managing committee. 
De sc ri ptio ns of sport s events arouse very mixed feelings, but there 
can be little doubt that if the main interest in the ta le is t he resu lt 
of a ra ce it is very likely t o be a dull story. 

Charles Hamilt on's own contributions are interesting as 
examples of the way he adapted himself to someone else 's r equire ments . 
No. 533, for examp le, was an amusing imperso nation s tory with a twist 
at t he tail - all par t of t he form competition . Nos 537 and 538 dealt 
with a chess compe t ition which revea led his keen interest in the game , 
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with its var ious opening gambits. Even he could not avoid ending 537 
wi th the description of a race, but 538, with its rare inclusion of 
Kourni Rao, was ce rtainly a fascinating story. 540, which r evolved 
around a missing manuscript of Skimpole 1 s, was also highly entertain
ing. As points were awarded for the correct so lution of the mystery 

I 

it was still classed as a form competition. 
In later years, Charles Hamilto n made no conce ssions at all to 

t he substitu t e write r s and ignored their work completely, but during 
Pentelow' s regim e he seems to have been obliged to adopt a radically 
different at t itude. For example, in 542 he wrote a sequel to Pente low' s 
series in 506-8 abou t the St. Jim's parliament and Pep per's hoard of 
sovereigns. It has been said that Pentel ow iss ued an ultimatum to 
Hamilt on: e ither co- operate with me or I shall write all the Magnet 
and Gem s tories myse lf . Whether this is true and accurately explains 
the very bitter fee lings that undoubtedly exi s ted we shall probab ly 
neve r now dis cove r, but it is at least certain that the Great Sports 
Series revealed a very curious state of a ffairs at t he Amalgamated 
Press. 

**************************** *********************** *************** 
AD D EN DUM 

SEXTON BLAKE FIL M " THE GREAT CHEQUE FRAUD" 

Showing Autumn 1915. Pr oduced by Charles Raym ond for Gr eat 
Davidson Films. Raymond also produced "The Mystery of t he Diamond 
Be l t," September, 1914 . This appeared as a ser ia l in Dreadnought in 
Oc t obe r , 1914 . The Great Cheq ue Fraud appeared as a seria l in Pluc k 
from September, 1915 and was still running a t the beginning of January, 
1916. The seria l was stated to be by the author of "Under Sealed 
Order s, '1 etc . , etc. 

I can not find t his title either in t he U. J. or the Penny Picto r ial , 
so assume it may well have been a seria l in Plu ck at some earlier date . 
The tale and t he film intr oduce George Marsden P lummer and has all 
the appeara nce of being written by Norman Goddard . Can anyone rec all 
the film or r eca ll the ending of the tale in Pluck? 

* * * 
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LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 168. THE SCHOOLBOY INVENTOR. 
- --R oger Jenkins has written that he finds the stories of Bernard 
Glyn are usually tedious. l, myself, have a very sof t spot in my heart 
for Glyn. l think it possib le that Roger may have reached the status 
of adult before he met Glyn, in which case he would undoubtedly have 
viewed the character with a more cr itica l eye. Whereas I first met 
Glyn when l was a small boy - and old affections last long . 

Not that l ever Eked stories of very clever boys who succeeded 
in doing impossible things. I liked Glyn when his inventions failed. I 
was always left cold by mechanical Mr . La thorns which deceived the 
school, or by aeroplanes and gEders . 

But I recall with joy a delici ous episode - I fancy it was in that 
li ttle blue cover masterpiece 11By Whose Hand?11 

- in which Glyn 
invented a powerful explosive . He had i t in a jar. If that jar should 
drop, the whole of St . Jim's would be blown to Kingdom Come. The jar 
dropped - possib ly as a result of Gussy's antics - and nothing happened , 
except the smashing of the jar In the same story , Glyn made fire
works - wonderful set-pieces. Gussy assisted him - and, as a result, 
the reading of the set-pieces got mixed up. "The New House is a 
rotter '' blazed across the November sky, plus "The Head is r equested 
to go and eat coke . .. 

Martin Clifford was sometimes very farseeing in the various 
things which Glyn invented. His bowhng machine - it ran amok and 
smas hed dozens of windows - was a novelty then, a rea l invention. Fif ty 
years lat er, many clubs have bowling machines which are uncannily like 
the one which Glyn once invented. Glyn's line-writer looked ahead to 
the dupEcating machine. Macdonald's pictures of it remind one oddly 
of Ges tetners and the like . The only incredible factor was that masters 
would be deceived by lines turned out on a duplicator . In fact, Mr . 
Rail ton was not deceived for long. Two gleeful Ett ie tales which looked 
well into the future. 

Char les Hamilton rarely stepped into the wor ld of fantasy , but 
he wrote two deEghtful stories of this type for the Holiday Annual. 
One was "Glyn's Grea te st" in an early edition. It was a superb piece 
of nonsense. Glyn's invention was, so he informed some gullible friends, 
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one that would take t hem bac k throug h time. Actually it would give 
them an electric shock. But Gussy dreamed that he was on the Time 
Machine, going back to help King Alfred burn the cakes. 

A very popular story in the Mr . Buddle series was "Mr. 
Budd le• s Greatest." Mr. Bud dle read "Glyn's Greatest" and then fell 
aslee p . Even now , the occasional reade r writes in and asks "Please 
let Mr . Buddle have another ride on the Time Machine." 

I don't suppose it will eve r happen. After all, people never 
dream the same dream twice. Or do they? 

An asset to the r ecently re-published Captain Mellish series 
(The Mysterious X) was Glyn's idea of fitting up the studies with tele
phon es. It pr ovided an amusing seq uence in t he story, and was, in fac t , 
Glyn used by the aut hor in the very best way possible . 

One of my own favourite Glyn stories was "Glyn t he Gold-
Make r " - rather a crude title for a mini-masterpiece of the mid
twen t ies. Glyn was seeking to discove r the secret of t he transmutation 
of metals. Circumstances made i t seem t hat he had actually discovered 
it. 

This was a glorious little romp, wi th no contri vance and noth
ing far- fetc hed . It was as natural as tomorrow . It is stories like 
this - and there were score s of them down t he yea r s - even more than 
t he great an d memorable series, which are the basis for the claim 
t hat Char l es Hamilton is the world ' s greatest wri t e r of school stories. 

To a ny unbiased reader, who regards Hamilton as rather small 
beer, I would recommend suc h unpreten t ious li t tle offe r ings as "Glyn, 
the Gold - Maker, 11 0 Glyn's Greatest," and "By Whose Hand? " 

Later on, he could pass on to the giant series which stand 
alo ne in schoo l literature . 

The unbiased reader mig ht remain unbiased. On the other hand, 
it is just possible that he might find himself as biased as I am. 

****************************************************************** WANTED TO COHPlLTC HY COUECTIOO; No. 1 ' s or Boys Papers. Especially id Cem, 
;a O.J. , Dixon Hawke Libra ry , SchooirrJ end, (1919) Dandy, Lark s and Comet.. Write wlt.)l 
prices t.o: 

w. o. a. LOf'TS, 

56 SHERINGHAH Hot.5£, LIS S(}l STREET, 1..amo,, N. w.,. 
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MAGNET COMPANION 
(Howar d Baker Pre ss 

£1.05) 
It is with a sense of wonder that one brows e s over this 

attra c tive and well-pr oduced book . Wonder that t he Magnet, over 30 
yea r s afte r it ceased publication, is still giving birth to additions to 
i ts rema rkable family . Wonder, as was the case when a book named 
"Prospectu s" came on the market , that anythin g of the sort can be put 
on the market on a professional basis with an expectation tha t it will 
be financiall y successful. 

This sor t of thing is proof, if we needed i t, that the Magnet 
was the most remarkab le paper of its type in the world. 

II Magnet Companion11 contains a complete list of ever y 
Greyfriars title in t he paper's history . I t indicates the writer of 
every subst itute s t ory so far as t hey are known. It has bri ef histories 
of the substitute wri t ers and of the various edi tors of the Magnet , 

There is pr obab ly nothing new for the C . D. and Annual rea der 
of long-standing, but it has the considerable advantage of bringing 
th ese i terns of Magnet history toge ther in one book , which will be con
venie nt for the stude nt and a pleasu re for the inveterate enthusia s t. 
Ther e is, in additi on , an alphabeti cal index of all Magnet t itles, which 
must have meant a mountain of work for someone unnamed. Some 
err or s might have been avoided by more careful proof- reading, perhaps. 

At a guinea , t he book is reasonably priced in these days of 
astronomica l publishing co sts. 

THE BARRING-OUT AT ST. FRANK'S 
Edwy Searl es Brook s 

(Howar d Baker f2. 75) 
Today is surely a day worthy of being "mar ked with a white 

stone." 
For th e very first time since S .0.L . 411 , in 1940 , (unless one 

except a br ief flirtation in Fil m Fun in 1961 ) a St . Frank's story is now 
available on the booksta lls . Some may quarrel with Howard Baker 's 
choice of story for this first effort, but whatever our individual pref
ere nces , there is no doubt t hat he has made a first- cla s s job of it . 
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The cover by Val da is eye catc hing and conveys the excitement of the 
rebellion adm irabl y . 

As these stories originall y appeared in 1919 they are, by far, 
the earliest to be reprodu ced in this series of reprints . By the same 
t oken this is very early Brooks, and not t o be compared with his later 
stories. Nevertheless t he hand of the na tural story writer is appa r ent. 

Briefly the plot is the familiar one of a tyranical new Head
master and the inevitable revo lt . However, although there are no 
subtleties of plot, the st ory is written, as only Brooks can wri te, 
with plen ty of action from beginning to end . 

The "Barring-Out at St. Frank's" is labelled NELSON LEE 
VOL. 1, and if we want to see VOL. 2, th en Howard Baker deserves t o 
be support ed. It is well worth the money . Buy it, and get your local 
library to stock it as well. 

****************************************************************** 
by W. 0 . G. Lofts 

Dear Old Pals, Jolly Old Pals, 
Clinging Together, in all sorts of Weat her. 
Dear Old Pals, Jolly Old Pals, 
Give me the Friendship of Dear Old Pals . 

A popular music-hall act was the drunk sketch. The comedian 
would stagger about on the stage, comp let e with top hat . After an 
amusing act, the 'drunken' comic, who had been acco mpanied by a 
melod y of drinking songs from the pit orchestra, would stagger off the 
stage to the singing of• Dear Old Pals.' Less than top of the bill 
artists did not earn much money in pre-war days, but even they must 
have earned more money than Charles Shurey• s short-lived boys ' paper 
PALS. 

Char les Shurey, was one of the many publish ers, who had 
spru ng up in the early 1890' s . Seeing the success of Cassells' boys ' 
paper CHUMS, which came out in 1892, prompted him t o go into boys • 
publishing, and he brought out COMRADES in 1893. The ill-fated pub
lisher Guy Rayner had brought out a similar ly tit led paper in 1886/7. 
A familiar trend of t he middle-period Victorian papers was that the y 
had a habit of reverting to No. 1 again with a change of tit le. Comrades 
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was no exc eption, when after 142 issues, the first number of PALS 
appea r ed on the 7th October , 1895. Apart from giving away a free art 
plate, they a l so pr esente d No. 2 free wit h No. 1. A most generous 
offe r'. But wher ea s COMRADES had only cost i,a the new paper was 
double that am ount with the same number of pages. All the seria ls 
were sim ply con tinu ed fr om where COMRADES had lef t o[f. PALS was 
a b la ck and white publi cat ion ed it ed by Chas. Shurey. Completely 
undat ed, it s rather cle verly drawn ma st -t i tl e was well tho ught out. 
Th is ha d t he song and words of 'Dear Old Pals' cover ed over with the 
larg e sc r ipt- writ te n word PALS. The cover illus tratio n was a scene 
from the main se ria l 1Caradoc the Brit on, ' by Charl es Ste vens, a 
for m er editor o[ Brett's BOYS or ENGLAND, whose speciality was 
stories of Ancient Rome and Greec e . The art i s t was W .M. B. (W. M . 
Bowles) who drew for boys' papers for over 40 yea rs. He was an expert 
on c ri mino logy. Other ser ials included 'The Young Blue- Jacket,' by 
Charlton, (H Charlton Emmett) one o[ t he [amou s Emme tt Brothers, 
and a school series entitled 'T imothy Teasers - and Adventur es at Or. 
Cutemwell' s Academy' - a sort of forerunner of St. Sa m's The author 
Ralph Rolli.ogton (I. W. All ingham) was an old boys' bo ok colle ct or who 
wrote THE HISTORY or OLD BOYS' BOOKS in the ear ly part of 
th is cen tury, which proves that our hobby is far from new. The rest 
of the paper was made up of anonymous shor t tales and ar ticles. No. 
saw Vane St. John as editor, when Shur ey found the publishing and edito r
ship too much to handle. Lat er issues saw him, Ernest Brent, Cyril 
Hat hway, H. Clinton, Brenchley Beaumont (auth or of Silv1;rspear ) and 
Allan West as contributors. West wrot(' il se ri es of dete::ctive tal es 
entitled 'Sec rets from a Oetective•s Diary. " It \\·as ob\'ious th.l t 
Cha rles Shurey had decided to end the paper af ter 31 is sues , as all the 
seria ls and stories finished in that issu e , but th ~ r eader was not lef t 
in mi d-air in a serial as in the case of so many shor t -l ived publications . 
Giving the boys' paper market a res t for a while, Shurcy rE"vived 
COMRADES in 1898 for exac tl y one year (Si is sues) when it was contin
ued as BOYS' MONSTER WEEKLY. Whilst he was uns uccessful with 
boys' publications, Charles Shurey was succes sful ·,vith his girl s' and 
wome n's peri odicals. GIRLS MIRROR (continued as ROMANCE) ran for 
948 issues ; POLLY'S PAPER - 261; and his family publ icat ions such as 
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YES OR NO had very long runs. 
There was another boys' paper entitled PALS published by 

E. HULTON in the 1922/3 period, but that of course is another story. 

********************************'****************** .. *************** 

Tilt loslmon ea/led (Interesting items from the 
Editor• s letter-bag) 

VICTOR GILES (Barking): Charles Hamilton isn't the world' s 
greatest writer of school stor ies, says Harry Dowler. If he were his 
books would fill the shelves of our lib r aries and booksellers! 

Almost the only Hamil t on hardba cks in existence are the post
war Bunter books and the Magnet reprints. The former, it seems fair 
to say, are not really representative of the author's finest writing , 
and it is not too surprising if they have achieved no great general 
acclaim: the excellent Howard Baker reprints are limited in numbers 
and relatively expensive. The best of Hamilton has never been available 
in book-form to any appreciable extent, mainly because he hardly wrote 
for tha t particular market . Nor is it likely that with today's ever 
mounting printing costs, and the decline of interest in the school story, 
that any publisher would ventur e on really large scale book publica t ion 
of the magazine sto ri es . The author's most effective wor k has to be 
sought in the three thousand and more issues of the Magnet and Gem. 

This state of affairs sufficiently explains any lack of intelligent 
discussion of Hamilton in the histories of Children's Literature . The 
compilers of such efforts would doubtless consider it demeaning to their 
literary dignity to give much, if any, attention t o juvenile story paper s 
and their contents~ What wou)d such critics know of Charles Hamilton? 

It's all a matter of opinion in the end, no doubt, but of those 
in a position to judge fairly a significant majority seem to acce pt 
Charles Hamilt on as th e outstanding writer in his field. Such popularity 
is not necessarily an indicatio n of greatness, but in the circumstances 
it is no bad criterion, and certainly not to be denigrated! 

GEOFFREY WILDE (Leeds): I confess I find myself puzzled by Mr . 
Dowler's article on Hamilton. He starts out by reminding us that in 
th e arts popularity is never a reliable criteri on of quality: and he is 
absolutely right . There follows a dedicated attempt to contradict the 
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ver y point he has jus t made. We ar e implic itl y invit ed t o r e-cons ider 
Hamilt on's literary standing, on the gr ounds t ha t his work is rar ely 
t o be found in th e booksh ops and suffers a lack o{ critical acclafrn . 
But these £acts, of cours e, tell us not hing whatever about the 
author's meri ts . Music and lit erat ure are r ich in masterpieces that 
the crit ics have rid icu led , the schola r s savaged and the general public 
ignor ed. 

Suddenly r etu rning to the idea that he fir st th ought of , Mr . 
Dowler encourages us to stic k to our own co nvictions despite the 
crit ics. Never theles s, we ar e be wilder ingly wariied to bear in Mind 
that we "are no t reading literature ~" He r(',.1lly muc.t t ell us whd,t we 
are reading - and it would be useful at lhe Sdm <' tin ,e to have his 
defin ition o( 1 litera l ure . ' 

The Mrs . Mar gery Fisher he quote s ,u ffers I sus pect from an 
acut e ca se of to[fee -nose . Otherwi se her verdic t con only be at t rib•a ed 
to c ritical incomp e tence or simp le lgnord nCt! o( Hamilton's work : a 
chdrg e I am prepar ed t o substantiat e in public deba te with the s•1d 
lady a t any time and in any place she car es t o nomindte 

A quite dif f<'rent c urio si t y cr ops up ifl t he new Howar d Bake r 
St. Frank' s volume . A biograph ical n<>tc tells us t ha t£ S. Brooks 
was b orn in 1889 and was an avid reade r of the Gem and Magnet •· ,,s a 
boy. " By my arithmet ic the Magnet did not comr,,ence publica ti on t ill 
the yea r o( Bro oks ' s J 9th bir t hday . Did boyhood wst much longer in 
th ose days, or is the r e s ome err or in t he date' One for Jllr . Loft s to 
cJe_ar up , perhaps ! 
1:.0! ~\':!:-fAL ~r.: V< h.TC' r Pf 1Yf'd -, r.,....:trr c: l tttr.- s concitni lng nr. :lo• J. r •s 
.. rud e , b1..t. r,out u::rief'IRC •·,u, hi : . lie t.h..M illl fllt:.o '#f'Ote. l 

LEN WOR~1ULL (Romford ) In your ex~ellent series on th e old 
cinemas l have notice d one omissi on · the ''c huck.er ou t . '' The Gal l is 
cinema in We stminste r Bridge Rd , which you ment ior,, employed more 
than one . Apart from being a notor iou!; "fle,l · pjt, '' it was a rcnde zv<'us 
for troub le-makers . The Gra nd cine ma, Bermondsey , engaged • walking 
Goliath to keep law and orde r - and he,won hel p t he Saturda y afte rnoon 
kid~ if th ey got out o! hand ! The loc,11 '' "·aTr iors" used t o taunt him , 
and I can reme mber him taking on three at once in the middle of the 
road - in full uniform: Tommy Steele once demonstrate d on TV how 
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he used to "bunk in" round the back of his favourite cinema. This, too, 
was a common enough dodge ol youngsters in the poverty- ridden areas . 

HAROLD TRUSCOTT (Hudderslield) : Had Mr. Sharpe kept cool he 
might have done some good !or Mr . Jenkins and Mr . Loft•, and also 
avoided the rather ridiculous "hands off our sac red deitie s" scream 
which ema nat es Crom hi s letter . It i s not arrogance for me to state 
that I (ind a certain quality in some ol Mr. Jenkins ' work . It would be 
arroganc e ii I e~pected everyon~agree with me . I have th~e 
right to make such a statement, about work which has bee n made pub
lic, on my own account , as Mr . Sharpe has to resent my doing so . The 
difference is that I gave cer tain grounds for what I said, and only lack 
ol space pre vented my giving a good deal more . Mr . Sharpe gives us no 
grounds at all lor his resentment - he simp ly resents . Mr . Sharpe 
makes no attempt to refute my remarks about .either writer - a poor 
attitude on the part of a delence counsel: at lea st , I would not care 
to trust my life or reputation to su ch an advocate . 

Since Mr . Sharpe ha s called on Mr. Lo!ts' re sea r ch, I will 
point out that there is a sharp distin ction betwee n the ability (or, as 
it more often is, the opportunity) to search out facts and the !acuity 
ol critica l assessment . Occasionally, one finds the two in lhe same 
person, but very rar ely . 

I have never liked so-called general histories, or general 
criticism, mainl y for the reason that they are impossible, and only 
manage to pretend that they:!!:! possible by avoiding all specil ic 
examination (the sort of examination that sweeping condemnation o ( 

the post -war Bunter books never accords those works) and r elying on 
generalisations . An example is Mr. Sharpe's rema rk that ''Any matur e 
s tudent of Greyfria r s , that I have ever had dialogue with , regard s the 
post-war Bunter books as but a shadow ol the best vint age MAGNETS 
(though indeed welc ome , for all tha t ." 11Any mature student ,'' et c . , is 
question -begging, as well as having been put in to make me (eel 
inferior, and small - but I do not feel inferior to anyone merely because 
I differ Crom them, and small is a ver y good thing to feel, at lime s, 
and I dutifully fee l it . That's bette r . Now I fee l more comfortable, 
thank you . But the quote d phrase implies t hat the number of mature 
students of Greyfriars Mr . Sharpe has had dialogue with (t hey must do 
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these thin gs very peculiarl y in Aus tralia) is large, whereas Mr. Sharpe 
ha s carelully avoid ed saying how many he has convers ed with (1 prefer 
"co nver se'' to ''have dialogue with 11 

- jus t my peculiarity). I have never 
claimed tha t t he Bunter books were the equal ol the best MAGNETS, 
(although I would be willing to be t that ther e are a good number which , 
if they had been served up as MAGNETS, would have been welcomed into 
t he fold without critici sm j: t he remar k I quar r elle d with in Mr. Lofts ' 
lett er was not so acc ommodat ing a s is Mr . Sharpe in his br acketed 
ad di ti on . Mr . Sharpe. in £.let , simp ly re sent s my having crit icis ed his 
two idols, and is prepare d to ignore !act s in or der to castigate me . 
WPll , if it helps hi m to sleep at night - - - . 
( e:OITORtAL cC,l"'."l~ 1: i hPSP M'P t'XL:'l ·: ts rror. I Yfrt l o11g l" tLer ,, oo n, . !nls.tGlt . \l # 
are &IY!nf ht 11 tfi~ lUL 1','0fd. t'ht : Ol!CUHI0'1 1S r..}a (lou d , , 

C H MATTHEWS (Marke t Harh orou~h) I have JUSt read a lew more 
s ub Gems ol t he 1930-s. The issue ol N~vP.n>bcr ! ~th 1930 with its 
sto r y "Sr.hool in the Clouds" a wor ld tnur in t he Airship 51000 was very 
topical at th..t tim~. live weeks alte r the RIO! cr,1shcd in Fran ce . 

1 suppose the story must have heen writ t~n ..irid th~ mag.uine 
gone t o press befor e the disa~tcr of the RI O! . I w,1s expec t ing lo re,,d 
a lot about the safet y of the r igid airship but \'ery litLle descripti on 
was offe red· totally unlike the wondc-rfol st cr ies of <l simiLlr l\d tu r<? 

by E .S . B. with the ir ver y luU desc r ipt ion - School Ship . School Train 
for instan ce . 

In fact ver y little is sa id about the • ir ship or it s capahilities 
which was mos t disap pointing. as I .:am ve ry keen on the Rigid Airs hip 
a subject which is one of rny many hobbies . 

Miss E . B . FLINDERS (Hitchin) . I liked th e ,trticle about Jemima 
Cc1rstain;. She was my t op favou ri te C'hdrac t er whrr, J w~1s about fif teen 
Those strange sort of char~clers ~!ways f•scin.ated r,,p , I have a fee ling 
I should dislike thern intensely in r e. I hie . ' " the old days we rea lis ed 
the difference be-tween fiction and real Hfe hi1t with e1ll t r is "renlic:m" 
on T V . I cdn' t he lp wonder ing if yoongs t<rs ~ct a bit muddled with wha, 
th ey watch. Crooks are ittade to se~nl too human and <'rdU\Jlry by half 
I'm ~ure it 1 s ve ry dangerous to wedk rr1i.nds 1 thuik 1( Women's Lih . 
want .a joh they should concent r at e on T . V . After .ill. hall the pcpula 
tion are women and young girls who rea lly h.ite all th e violence and S<'x 
they sec 
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 
NORTHERN 

Meeting of 12th February, 1972. 
Some fourteen members attended the meeting despite the 

per ils of power cuts and strikes . 
After the formalities, a lively but brief discussion took place 

on the subject of the r ecently publishe d "Greyfriars Companion." It 
appeared generally agreed that the offering was something of a disa· 
ppointment . The si2e was wrong for display on library shelves, the 
format was not convenient and there were obvious inaccuracies in 
spelling of names in particular 'Hazlede ne .' The book was more o( a 
'passing acquaintance 1 than a 'companion .' 

Reference was made to a book "The Classic Slum'' by Robert 
Roberts which concerned working class life in SJlfor d and contained a 
passage devoted to the way in which the lives o( boys in that area were 
influenced by the writings o ( Charles Hamilton . This subje ct drew 
a number of anecdotes of yesteryear , one female member making the 
admission of having changed her own name to 'Bob Cherry • somewhat 
to the bewilderment of her parents . 

Jack Allison gave us his selection o( "Desert Is land Books" 
and this was to the meeting somewhat of a surprise since a wartime 
experience had provided him with all the necessary background and 
salvaged books to boot. The books were produced for all to sec 
together with a Malayan type bamboo recorder upon which he rendered 
"Drink to me only" in time to welcome in refreshments. His choice of 
a Malayan type song book, Vergil Book IV and Masterman Ready were 
not perhaps to everyone's taste but the latteT had at least a practical 
vir t ue in the description of how to turn turtles . 

Harry Barlow presented a Quiz of 25 questions based on the 
Lancaster Ser ies , which severely taxed the capacities of all present . 
The ultimate winneTs were Geoffrey Wilde and Elsie Taylor . 

CAMBRIDGE 

J . T. Edson, the WesteTn author, formerly a 0 . C . Thomson 
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writer, was spec ial guest at the February mee t ing. 
Mr. Edson, 43, of Melton Mowbray, has more than 70 Western s 

contin ually in print, and he is pro ud of being a full member of the 
Western Writers of America. 

He had, he said, contr ibuted story-lines to "The Victor,1' the 
Th omso n picture paper, for t hree years before be com ing a full-time 
autho r . 

His Floating Outfit characters, and Jack Tragg, the she riff of 
Rockabye County, a modern - day pea ce officer, had fir s t appeared in 
"The Victor, 11 but later he took them up for his paperback series. 

Mr. Edson, wearing a tassled cowboy outfi t and - much to the 
members' delight - totin' replicas of several guns, claimed only to 
write escapist and adventure s t ories , alt hough he tried t0 make t hem 
as accurate as possible. 

The cl ub will hold a party at th~ home of Danny Posne r , chai r
man, on Sunday, Jl.•lar ch 26th, to mark th,, cent enary of the birth o( 
John Nix Pen tdow . 

Pentelow was born at Somersh-'m. lluntingdonshire, 15 miles 
from Cambridge, and members had hoped t o arrange a celebration 
luncheon in the village, but were unable to find a suitab le venue. 

On the club's behalf ji,,lr. Po sner had written to 0. C . Thomson 1 

of Dundee, pointing out that ''The Ro\'er'' would reach SO yea rs of con
tinuous publication on March 4th , and that ''The Topper'' was approach
ing its 1, OOOth num ber . 

The edito r of "The Rover" had replied say ing that the occasion 
was unli kely oHicially to be recorded in any way, in acco rdance with the 
group's policy. But he has sent us a ma gnificent display board. 
expressing the compliments of ''The Rover, '1 recordin g the anniversary 
dat es (Mar ch 4, 1922 - 1972) and reprodu cing title-pieces of the stories 
that appeared in issue No. 1 . 

We were delighte d with this ges ture, ~nd it seemed appr opria te 
that the meeting was attended by Harold fo recas t , a current "Rover'' 
write r , and Mr. Edson . 

Bill Thurbon , gave six cop ies of "The Marvel" (circa 1906) and 
thre e copi es of "Union Jack" (1922-32) to the Allison Library. (In 
January, t he club library was named after the late Gerry Allison, whose 
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widow had, unexpectedly, forwarded the basis of a collection for the 
purpose . ) 

Next month (March 12th) Mike Holliday will speak on comic 
strips in newspapers . 

Bill Lofts, president, has also promised a quiz, of general 
appeal, with a copy of one of his books as the prize . 

LONDON 

A welcome personality at the Richmond meeting was Howard 
Baker , to whom all members and collectors owe a debt of gratitude for 
the fine facsimile reprints that he has published from time to time . 

With Brian Doyle in the chair, numerous questions were asked 
by the majority of the 35 members present . The discussion was long 
and it dealt with all possible subjects for future publications. Howard 
Baker was suitably thanked at the conclusion on a proposition put by 
Bob Acraman and seconded by Brian Doyle. 

After refreshments, Bob Blythe conducted a couple of hands of 
bingo, the numbers being various characters and locations for the old 
books. Ray Hopkins and Ben Whiter were winners . 

Mary Cadogan read a paper as to which was the oldest character 
in old books and papers . Don Webster was elected Chairman, unopposed, 
for 1972. All other officers were re-elected en bloc . 

Next meeting at the Kensal Rise residen ce of Larry and Gladys 
Peters . Kindly let the hosts know if intending to be present . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

~ 

Our first meeting in 1972 was a great success despite the 
fact ,,e were few in number. Only Win Partridge , Ivan Webster, Tom 
Porter, George Chatham and yours truly Norman Gregory managed to 
avoid the sundry coughs, colds and flu bugs which plagued the remainder 
of our regulars or their immediate families and turn up at our old 
rendezvous 'The Theatre Centre .' Special mention should be made of 



Win who turned up on a pr e tty foul evenin& on her first outin g after a 

bout of p,ewnon.i.a . 
As this was one of our informal evening s we had the opportunity 

to chat a little longer between th e excell ent picture quiz devised by the 

late Getty Allison, a reading by Tom, and br ows ing through the 

Colle c tors' It em and Anniversary Number befor e we went our separate 

ways. 
Next Meeting sa me plac e , sam e time , March 28th, desp ite the 

power cut s! 
NORMAN GREGORY 

Specia l Repor ter. 

WANTED - Copy of Coll ectors' Digest for Febru ar y 1968 -

E. HOLMAN, 10 GLENBERVIE DRIVC . LEIGH-O N-SEA, ESSEX. 

\I/A N TED : Magnet s, Gems , Populars and Hamil tonia S .0 . L's . 

DR. 0 . KELION 

69 FRIER N BARNET LANE, LONDON, /\JI 31,1 .. 

XXXX.XX.XXXXXXXXXX)OCX.XXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXXX>OOCX.X.XXXXXXXXXXX.XXXXXXXXXXX)O()( 

PRE-19 32 MAGNET S URGENT LY REQUIRED . Please write stating 

numbers and price to: 

P . J. MALLETT 

52 SUNNYMEDE DRIVE, BARKINGSJDE, JLfO RO, ESSEX. 

Phone Evenings 01- 550 3988 . 

XXXICX<:-"ICIOCO,ot COCXXllOOOCXCXXXXXXXX>OCXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

C8&m'-E OF ADDaESS 

WALT ER FLEMING'S new addr ess is 

66 SOUTHWOLD CRESCENT I BENFLEET I ESS£X , 

tdlt «I trt tr l c run,, t 1ce111or J!ou.,ie , II} Ct"OCICl"..u 1tc:-2. Crcold'I• , J,.r. AldeNhot, lllnu. 

• . . .. . . .. ...... .... _. .,., ,.,.... ,-.,.11r :i.r.ln, ~rvk•,, 12a th• Shvblt J , Tort. 


